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ARAURAKOT
The Natal Town of Kanakamuni Buddha
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Lumbini  Tilaurakot..................................  29 km
Tilaurakot  Kudan.....................................  6.0km
Kudan  Gotihawa.......................................  3.0km
Gotihawa  ChoubisHajari..........................  7.5km
Tilaurakot  Sagarhawa..............................  8.0km
Sagarhawa  Jagadishpur...........................  0.8km
Jagadishpur  Niglihawa............................  8.5km
Sagarhawa  Niglihawa...............................  3.7km
Tilaurakot  Niglihawa................................  9.0km
Niglihawa  Araurakot................................  1.4km
Tilaurakot  Sisaniya...................................  18.0km
Kudan  Sisaniya.........................................  10.km
Taulihawa Bus Park  Kudan......................  1.5km
Taulihawa Bus Park  Tilaurakot...............  3.0km
Jitpur  Tilaurakot......................................  23.3km
Taulihawa  Gorusinghe.............................  14.0km
CDO Chowk    Dohani...............................  4.7km
Dohani  Sisaniya........................................  8.2km
Dohani  Lumbini.......................................  17.4km
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b.	 Kudan: Where Lord Sakyamuni Buddha met King 
Suddhodhana the first time after returning from 
enlightenment.

c.	 Gotihawa: The birthplace of Kakruchhanda Buddha.

d.	 Sagarhawa: The massacre site of the Sakyas.

e.	 Sisaniya: An important archaeological mound, believed 
to have had an ancient stupa and a Sangharama built by 
the Sakyas.

Major cultural villages worth to visit in and around Araurakot 
includes Tilauri village, Nigali village, Jagadispur Tharu 
village, Herdewa village, Shivpur village, Nigali village, Bikuli 
Kot etc. 

Other popular religious and sacred sites include Touleshwor 
Nath Teemple, Ram Ghat, Laxman Ghat-Bolbom Dham, 
Samay Mai, Bikuli Kot, Dohani Kot, Darkhaswa (about 1.5km 
south from Sagarhawa), Chetra Dehi ((about 4km northwest 
from Taulihawa) etc. 
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c®f}�®fsf]�6 sgsd'lg a'4sf]� hGd:�yn, afNosfn tyf j}�jflxs hLjg 
ljtfOPsf]� 7fpFsf]� ¿kdf kl®lrt 5 . cfotfsf® Pjd\ rf}�8f o; k'®ftflTjs 
Pjd\ wfld{s dxTjsf]� If]�qnfO{ k|flrg sfnsf O{+6f k|of]�u u®L agfOPsf]� 
lsNnf kvf{nn]� 3]�®]�sf]� 5 . o; If]�qsf]� af®]�df lgs}� yf]�®}� dfq pTvgg\ tyf 
cGj]�if0f ePsf 5g\ . k'®ftTjljb\ tf®fgGb ld>n]� ;g\ !(&& df o; If]�qsf]� 
cGj]�if0f u®L c®f}�]�®fsf]�6 sgsd'lg a'4sf]� hGdynf]� x'g ;Sg]� ® lglUnxjfdf 
®x]�sf]� czf]�s :�tDesf]� hu (Basement) oxfF x'g ;Sg]� ;+s]�t u®]�sf 5g\ . 
kl5Nnf Geo-physical Survey x¿n]� c®f}�®fsf]�6sf]� hdLgd'lg k|frLg 
ejgsf 7'nf eUgfjz]�ifx¿ /x]sf] b]�vfPsf 5g\ . 

Introduction
Located to the 1.4km east of Niglihawa and about 10 km 
northeast of Taulihawa, Araurakot is identified as the Natal 
Town of Kanakamuni Buddha where he lived, grew up, and 
spent his married life. It used to be a walled forest in ancient 
times. It is a large rectangular fortified area with the remains 
of ancient moat and brick fortifications. 

A massive fortification wall has enclosed a large rectangular 
piece of ruined area. The wall seems to have been built in the 
ancient times as bricks and antiquities dating to historical 
times are seen scattered on the surface. Very little has been 
done to excavate the details of this site. 

A UNESCO led joint geophysical survey of LDT, DoA, and 
Durham University, UK under JaFIT project in 2015 unveiled 
many huge structural ruins underneath the citadel.

Important Sites Around Araurakot
Niglihawa: Niglihawa is identified as the holy place 
where Kanakamuni Buddha was born. It is a significant 

archeological site situated about 7 km northeast of Taulihawa, 
where, close to a large pond lie the remains of a broken Asoka 
Pillar. Emperor Asoka visited the site in 249 BC and erected 
the stone pillar with an inscription to attest the birthplace of 
the Kanakamuni Buddha.

The Nepalese-Italian joint archaeological team (1996-1997) has 
identified nine archaeological sites including Niglihawa and 
Araurakot in this area. Other important sites include Thumwa, 
Semari, Thagi Baba Ki Dadi, Derwa, Gobari, Shivapura, and 
Banduli.

Important Buddhist heritage sites around Araurakot in the 
Ancient Kapilavastu include the followings:

a.	 Tilaurakot: The capital city of the Ancient Kapilavastu 
and home town of Prince Siddhartha.

Ashoka Pillar, Niglihawa

The Site of Ancient Moat & Brick Fortification The Western Gate, Tilaurakot


