Kudan is one of the important Buddhist
shrines to visit in the Ancient Kapilavastu.
Following activities can be performed
while at Kudan by the visitors.

« Visiting and paying homage to the sacred
shrines including 3 ancient Stupas.

« Taking holy bath at the Nyigrodharama
Pond.

«  Observing the artistically carved
ornate brick structures of Gupta period
(added later) on the Stupa 2 built
during the Sakya era to commemorate
Lord Sakyamuni Buddha and
Suddhodana’s first meeting (after
enlightenment).

«  Meditating in the mango orchard
garden in the manner that about 300
Vikchhus had done during the first visit
of Lord Sakyamuni Buddha.

« Visiting the nearby village and enjoying
the rural lifestyle.

Visiting the Thai Monastery and involving
in the evening chanting and meditation.

yifer fverRreTeRT Frer fafae e sammT
TR oot daed T TREshdfs afeer

T Tie shiuerareq TSIkl ST Ty Jgeht
AT TSI STETEH, T ITToelt iy, sfferet qerm
TSTRATE JRMERT TAT BT TGAATS el Ueeh
2 TRRT T & |

e T €TfHeh Hacden! 99 TIHT 8Tt
3 9T HJUEE, ¢ 9T UREd T ¢ SN o & |
T . ¢ TEHT B TgAS JgehT @ forsy
U YT Te] STUshT TEFTHT SHTSUSHT & |
U A R TS PRI MG ST Jaed
TR TR YT dieelt ueeh e fagrmr 9
TG &UTEATS EFHTH TR SFTSUehT & | & 3 /7
TG IS STHT TAT HERAT FTTate Merefter
TEATS T T T T 5T | EET AT
F wo fedent autere admuesnt Sl 300
fregeect 9 =M WehT TRERET JTTH
T | el fagamese T8 LIS Fhs<
TG TTEThT FOAT IT gieere fausht &7 |

@ Jagadispur Tal

@ Araurakot

Tilaurakot

Tauleshyfor Nath @ ULl (it

Temple

/ Dohani

Taulihawa [ J Pakay:

Kudan Qg

= hf_’\\/ T Lumbinjy,
Q==

Gotihawa ‘@

@ Sisaniya
Lumbini Tilaurakot ......cccccceeeeneeee. 29 km Tilaurakot Sisaniya
Tilaurakot Kudan .. ..6.0km  Kudan Sisaniya........cc.ce.....
Kudan Gotihawa Taulihawa Bus Park
Gotihawa ChoubisHajari................. 7.5km Taulihawa Bus Park
Tilaurakot Sagarhawa ...........ceceuee. 8.0km  Jitpur Tilaurakot ......ccccceceeveevuennennee.
Sagarhawa Jagadishpur.................. 0.8km  Taulihawa Gorusinghe..........cccc..... 14.0km

Jagadishpur Niglihawa ... .... 8.5km CDO Chowk Dohani .. .
Sagarhawa Niglihawa... <. 3.7km Dohani Sisaniya..... .. 8.2km
Tilaurakot Niglihawa .. 9.0km Dohani Lumbini.c...oeceeeenienienennnnee. 17.4km

Niglihawa Araurakot........cceceeeeeeene 1.4km

Please Contact for Further Details

LUMBINI DEVELOPMENT TRUST

Head Office: Sacred Garden, Lumbini, Nepal
Tel: 977-71-404040, 631805, 404047 | Fax: 977-71-404042
Email: info@lumbinidevtrust.gov.np | Website: www.lumbinidevtrust.gov.np

LDT Site Office: Tilaurakot

LDT Liaison Office: Kathmandu, Nepal | Tel: +977-1-4268285, 4268494; Fax:+977-1- 4268286
Email: liaisonoffice@lumbinidevtrust.gov.np

NEPAL TOURISM BOARD
Tourist Information Center, Bhrikutimandap, Kathmandu, Nepal | Tel: +977-1-4256909, 4256229, 4226359; Fax:+977-1- 4256910
Email: info@ntb.org.np | Website: www.welcomenepal.com

Published by Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation/Lumbini Development Trust - South Asia Tourism
Infrastructure Development Project (MoCTCA/LDT/ADB), Nepal

KUDAN

The Ancient Nyigrodharama Where King Suddhodhana Met
Lord Sakyamuni Buddha The First Time After Enlightenment.

Government of Nepal

Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Civil Aviation

Lumbini Development Trust

Sacred Garden, Lumbini, Nepal | www.lumbinidevtrust.gov.np

Nepal

LUMBINI

C

clfgdofl fddRT ®IET-90




Situated about 3km. south of
Taulihawa, ancient Nyigrodharama,
currently known as Kudan or Lori-Ki
Kudan, is a historical site, where King
Suddhodhana met Lord Sakyamuni
Buddha the first time after attaining
enlightenment. Some scholars have
identified Kudan as the Natal-town of
Krakuchhanda Buddha.

Early Chinese travelers Fa-hsien (5th
century AD) and Hiuen Tsang (7th
century AD) describes in their travel
accounts the arrival of Sakyamuni
Buddha at the Nyigrodharama,
erection of stupas by Emperor Asoka,
welcoming of Lord Sakyamuni

Buddha by the King Suddhodhana in
his home-town, offering of Kashaya
Vastra to Lord Sakyamuni Buddha by
the Queen Prajapati and reverence
paid by 500 Sakyas.

Buddha visited Kapilavastu several
times during his life, Kudan being

the first place within the Ancient
Kapilavastu visited by Lord Sakyamuni
Buddha after his enlightenment. The
first nunnery, in the Buddhist history,
was also established in Kapilavastu.
Lord Sakyamuni Buddha’s son Rahula
was ordained at the age of 8 here at
Kudan. Moreover, Lord Sakyamuni
Buddha preached five important suttas
(sutras) of Majjhimanikaya including
the virtue of politics to the Sakyas at
Kudan.

Major monuments of great religious,
archaeological and historic values located
at Kudan include the followings:

Also called as Rahula Stupa, this Stupa in
the southeastern corner is believed to have
been built to commemorate the spot where
the son of Buddha, Rahula, was ordained
by Lord Sakyamuni Buddha’s chief disciple
Sariputra. Some ancient bricks are visible
on the slope surface of the stupa mound.
The Stupa also bears on its top an octagonal
Shiva temple built later by the Hindus.

Standing in the middle, this is the biggest
Stupa of Kudan. Even in its ruined state,
the structure is majestic and richly
ornamented. One can distinctly understand
its pristine grandeur from the surviving
parts of the platform.The upper part

forms a new layer of construction, which
was added later by the Hindus to erect a
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temple over the heap of the ruined stupa.
A Shivalinga (phallus), enshrined in the
temple, can be seen.

It is believed to have been built during

the Sakya period to commemorate Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha and Suddhodhana’s
first meeting (after enlightenment), the
Buddha’s discourse on the five Suttas of the
Majjhimanikaya and conversion of Sakyas
into Buddhist. The Stupa was renovated
and restored over the Mauryan, Sunga,
Kusana and Gupta periods.

Located in the northwestern part of the
garden, this Stupa is believed to have
been built during the Sakya period to
commemorate the events and place where
Queen Prajapati Gautami offered Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha the Kashaya Vastra,
and Yasodhara invited the Sakyamuni
Buddha and his Sangha for a meal at the
Kapilavastu palace.

The Stupa was restored during the Maurya,
Sunga or Kushana, and Gupta periods.
During the periodic restorations, the Stupa
saw its grandeur enhanced. However, it is
sad to mention that the magnificent stupa
found itself in ruins with the downfall of
Buddhism in the region.

The Ancient Well: The ancient well is
believed to have been built prior to the

3 stupas with the assumption that Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha and his Sangha used
water from this well during their stay at
the Nyigrodharama Garden.

The Nyigrodharama Pond:
Nyigrodharama Pond is believed to have
been built during the first visit of Lord
Sakyamuni Buddha and his Sangha to

the Garden in the ancient Kapilavastu.
The Sakyas might have created a lotus
pond in the honor of the Lord Sakyamuni
Buddha’s imminent arrival in Kapilavastu
and make his stay at Nyigrodharama more
comfortable.

Other important sites worth to visit in
Kudan include Thai Monastery located
adjacent to Kudan, and nearby rural
village. Important Buddhist heritage sites
around Kudan in the Ancient Kapilavastu
include the followings:

a. Tilaurakot: The capital city of the
Ancient Kapilavastu and hometown of
Prince Siddhartha.

b. Gotihawa: The birthplace of
Krakuchhanda Buddha.

c. Niglihawa: The birthplace of
Kanakamuni Buddha.

d. Araurakot: The Natal town of
Kanakamuni Buddha.

e. Sagarhawa: The massacre site of the
Sakyas.

f. Sisaniya: An important
archaeological mound, believed to
have had an ancient stupa and a
Sangharama built by the Sakyas.

Major religious sites worth to visit around
Kudan include Tauleshwor Nath temple,
Ramghat temple etc. The Indian border
check point Khunuwa is located near
Kudan.



